
 
Online Irish History Course 

History of Derry City and County 
Thursdays 6:00 – 7:30 pm /  February 4, 11, 18 & 25, 2021  

 
 
 

 

 

Course fee: $80. To enroll, email seanmurphy630@gmail.com 

 Saint Colmcille, Patron Saint of Derry 

 

The Mount Sandel Mesolithic site  in Coleraine,  is one of the 
oldest archaeological sites in Ireland and dates back to 7,000BC. 
 
Derry city was founded by Saint Columbcille in the 6th century. 
Derry is an Anglicisation of the Irish name Daire or Doire meaning 
“oak grove.” It was the last walled city built in Ireland and the only 
city on the island whose ancient walls survive complete.  
In 1613, during the plantation of Ulster, Derry was renamed 
Londonderry having been granted to London merchants. 
The siege of Derry took place in 1689 after the Apprentice Boys 
barricaded the city and refused entry to Catholic King James and his 
forces. This was a precursor to the Battle of the Boyne in 1690. 
The Civil Rights march in October 1968, the attack on civil rights 
marchers at Burntollet Bridge in January 1969, the "Battle of the 
Bogside” in August 1969, and Bloody Sunday in January 1972 were 
significant events in the 30-year war (1968-1998). The Derry 
resistance movement has been labelled the “cockpit of the 
revolution.” 
Two Nobel Peace Prize winners come from County Derry: John 
Hume (politician) and Seamus Heaney (poet). 
Famous people from Derry include Phil Coulter, Dana, Joseph Locke, 
Martin McGuinness, Paul Getty, Roma Downey, Fergal Sharkey, 
Nadine Coyle, Damian McGinty, and Cardinal John McCloskey. 
 

	

 
 

 

 Derry City 

 


